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rather disgusted, as he said, that a controversy in   CHAR which all the best brains in Parliament and out of it     VIL had been at work for five years should be at last decided, not on the merits, but by an accident.   He said with intention, "What we ought to do, my dear Morley, is to keep quiet;  for it may be that in six months or twelve months we shall have to revise the conditions."   He repeated this counsel in the same phrase as I was leaving.
Such a thought was natural. It entered many minds, both large minds and small. Revision of the conditions really meant, and could only mean, a narrowing of the policy. Whether this was wise or not, at least for the three or four Liberal leaders, it was in fact impossible. They had induced the two men then locked up in Scotland Yard, and many thousands of Irishmen besides, to leave their chief, in reliance on the continued perseverance and good faith of British Liberals. This was the crucial point of the whole situation. Events were abundantly to show that their reliance was justified.
We had occasional outbursts in the House. The Unionist Government had a measure for the purchase of Irish land upon the stocks. Our situation was embarrassing. The British Radicals think they want to resist the Bill with might and main; the Irish Friendlies dare not resist, and probably don't want to resist, with Parnell on the flank ready to denounce them for rejecting a boon to Ireland. So we were in a cross-fire and could not move rejection simpliciter. Harcourt restless but impotent; keeps worrying that we should please the English Radicals by a stronger line. Yes, and every step taken in this direction gives a new advantage to Parnell.tone, Book X. chap. v. I                                                                           Sk again. Still, if the country would accept reduction as helping to a solution, he would make no difficulty."
